
Summer Solstice 2014 Moreton Bridge to Holsworthy Branch 24th June 

 

This section is the hidden gem of the Aqueduct walks. Apart from a noisy, and 

smelly, tractor spreading slurry, the only sound were distant ones of the occasional 

dog or cockerel. I could hear lots of birds hidden by verdant foliage with a constant 

background hum and buzz of myriad hoverflies, bees 

and other invertebrates feasting on the abundant flower 

heads. Not another person appeared during the whole 

of the 2½ hours walk.  

Commencing at Moreton Bridge via Puckland Bridge, 

the path had been recently strimmed and many small 

willow saplings removed from the canal bed leaving it 

more open and giving the area a “looked after” 

appearance.  

 

Most of the canal was dry except for the small pools 

that form under the frequent bridges and of course the 

wonderful re-watered section at Dunsdon Nature 

Reserve. These spots produced sightings of many 

Odonata – both Damsel and Dragon flies. Most 

abundant in all areas were Beautiful Demoiselles and 

Common Blue Damselflies and at Dundson, in addition 

to these, Four-spot Hawkers, Large Red Damselflies 

and a Common Hawker and much further south than 

the reserve, a single Golden-ringed Dragonfly.  

 

There were lots more flying insects about. Butterflies in 

particular were very common and it become noticeable that Meadow Brown and 

Ringlets were found in the open, sunny areas whilst in the tree shaded areas there 

were Speckled Wood. There were of course Large Skippers and Small 

Tortoiseshell butterflies about, but not enough to 

determine their preferences. 

 

The undergrowth, particularly the flowering 

umbellifer heads were alive with hoverflies. One that 

could be identified was the delightfully named 

Marmalade Hoverfly – striped laterally with black and 

orange on its body and longitudinally on its thorax.  

 

At Dundson the Southern Marsh Orchids put on a spectacular display in the culm 

grassland south of the canal. And, as usually happens, in the section immediately 

north of the reserve in a small wooded area sightings of Treecreeper, Marsh, Blue 

and Great Tit were added to the list.  The canal at Dundson is developing into an 

excellent wet habitat with Backswimmers, Pond Skaters and Whirligig beetles 
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aplenty amongst the dragon and damselflies. It must be 

worth a full freshwater survey. 

 

It was noticeable during a break at the Holsworthy 

Branch. That footpath maintenance work has revealed 

the iron bound stonework designed to protect the 

junction from erratic barge handling. 

 

The final stop was where the walk had commenced at Moreton Bridge where a 

new picnic table dedicated to Councillor Des Shaddick provides a most welcome 

picnic seat and table. During our rest we saw, and heard our final record – a very 

vocal singing Willow Warbler. 
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