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MUDDY PATHS 
Extreme wet weather can result in higher water flows than usual draining into the canal from 
the neighbouring higher ground. This can offer a vision of the canal which, although not quite 
as it was in its heyday, does give an idea of how it would have looked. While the footpath 
can be a little muddy during these periods, the pleasant, tranquil and historical views offer a 
superb reward. 
This particular section was in the Puckland area in January   

 
 
BURNING BRASH 
With a cold, icy start to February, volunteers welcomed the building of bonfires to clear the 
brash left over from last autumn’s cutting back of overhanging branches and willows from the 
canal. 

 
 
FINGER POSTS 
Footpath finger posts have been erected along the length of the Aqueduct branch, showing it 
as the “Aqueduct Trail”. In the spring of 2015 the post at Brendon Bridge was found in the 
canal having been broken off. Whether by accident or vandalism has never been 



ascertained, but thankfully this is a unique event. The post was taken away and repaired 
before being secured to a firm fence post and while at it the opportunity was taken to check 
and clean all the other posts along the canal. 

  
 
HOLSWORTHY JUNCTION 
The Aqueduct branch includes one of the canal’s junctions, where the branch to Holsworthy 
left the remainder of the network. A new information board was designed and erected at this 
location which included an artist’s impression to illustrate how the junction would have 
looked in its working days and associated information. 

 
 
PERMISSIVE PATH 



The public footpath excludes the southern end of the Trust’s length of canal. Here, access is 
on a permissive path. The Trust erected new information notices and section maps on the 
gates leading into this section. At the same time, much vegetation clearance work was 
carried out in the length leading to this location, between Vealand Bridge and the Aqueduct 
Bridge over the River Tamar. In the picture note, beyond the gate, the new safety fencing 
which was erected by Cornwall Council. 

  
In the autumn improvement work was carried out on a gate on the permissive path section in 
co-operation with the neighbouring landowner. The work involved the fitting of self closing 
and locking mechanisms which resulted in an improvement to the neighbouring landowner’s 
stock control, the permissive path continues adjacent to the hedgerow.   

 
The volunteers encountered more unseasonably wet weather in the autumn but assisted in 
ground clearance for the erection of a section of new fencing and a self closing and locking 
gate near the farthest end of the permissive path at the southern end of the Trust’s land. 
 
FLOODING  
At the northern end of the Trust’s length, between Lower Tamar Lake and Virworthy Wharf, 
there are two locations where the footpath has been prone to flooding after heavy rainfall. 
Boards were put in place here to raise the height of the bank and material which was dug out 
of the canal was used to back the boards up. The situation here is being continually 
monitored to ensure the problem has been resolved. 



 
 
VIRWORTHY WHARF 
At Virworthy Wharf the Trust has a display of historic canal photographs. During this 
summer, unusually wet weather seemed to coincide with the Trust’s volunteer working days, 
so the opportunity was taken to enhance the display here by adding some historic canal 
artefacts that had been stored at various locations. These are of interest in their own right, 
but also serve to supplement the text and pictures. (The Trust appreciates and 
acknowledges the donation of materials for this project by K.J. Brommel. 

 
 
DUNSDON 
At the Dunsdon Nature Reserve, near the middle of the Trust’s canal length, there is a 
section of the canal which is kept in water. The footbridge over the small overflow sluice at 
this location was found to have some rotting planks and on closer inspection the supporting 
beams were also found to be in poor condition. Consequently a complete replacement 
structure was put in place. (All of the materials and labour for this work were funded by 
grants from Devon County Council and their Parish Paths Partnership scheme, the help of 



which is gratefully acknowledged.) 

 
 
THANKS 
These photographs and explanations give some idea of the great range of works undertaken 
by the Trust’s small but loyal and hardworking band of volunteer workers. Without their help 
the canal would be in a much less acceptable and attractive state. The Chairman and 
Trustees are happy to acknowledge all their work, and urge others who might be interested 
in this historic feature to contact us if you think you can help. 
 
  
 


